
3416th WING 

On 1 April 1970, the 6555th Aerospace Test Wing was redesignated the 6555th Aerospace Test 
Group, and it was reassigned to the 6595th Aerospace Test Wing headquartered at Vandenberg 
Air Force Base, California. That change amounted to a two-fold decline in the 6555th Test 
Wing's status, but there were good reasons for the action. First, DOD ballistic missile programs 
at the Cape had become decidedly "Navy Blue" by 1970. U.S. Navy ballistic missile tests 
constituted more than half of all the major launches on the Eastern Test Range between 1966 and 
1972, and the Navy's demand for range services continued without interruption into the 1990s. In 
sharp contrast to its own ballistic missile efforts of the 1950s and 60s, the Air Force was about to 
conclude its final ballistic missile test program at the Cape (i.e., the MINUTEMAN III) in 
December 1970. Second, though the 6555th continued to support space operations from launch 
complexes 13, 40 and 41, NASA dominated manned space and deep space missions at the Cape. 
NASA commanded 50 percent of the Eastern Test Range's "range time" as early as 1967, and its 
status as a major range user was unquestioned. Last but not least, Air Force military space 
requirements accounted for only 11 percent of the Eastern Test Range's activity, but Air Force 
space and missile test requirements at Vandenberg accounted for 75 percent of the Western Test 
Range's workload. With the dramatic shift in Air Force space and missile operations from the 
Cape to Vandenberg, it was logical to give the 6555th a less prominent role. The 6555th joined 
the 6595th Space Test Group and the 6595th Missile Test Group as one of three groups under the 
6595th Aerospace Test Wing. 
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